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MURESK INSTITUTE — COURSES 

Statement 

HON DARREN WEST (Agricultural — Parliamentary Secretary) [5.33 pm]: I want to finish the week with 
very positive news. This morning, I had the great pleasure to attend Muresk Institute, the fantastic organisation out 
near Northam run by the Department of Training and Workforce Development that is an icon in our agricultural 
industry. I met with Prue Jenkins and her staff at the institute; Ross Withers from Ag Implements, a large machinery 
dealership in the wheatbelt; and representatives from Studium and Rural Enterprises. We were there for the Muresk 
employment day to showcase the new free courses and short courses that the McGowan government is offering to 
help train up local workers for the task of getting in the hay and harvest, and doing the shearing this year. There 
has been some commentary about the state’s capacity to do that in the COVID environment and we are confident 
that we can train our local people to perform these tasks. We have a saying in agriculture: “They all get shorn every 
year. It all gets taken off every year.” Members, I believe that this year will be no different. 

We had a great crew out there. Joining us was also John Henchy from the Farm Machinery and Industry Association 
of WA, who is a legend in the agricultural industry, and we had some department staff: Jackie Jarvis, Sue-Ellen Shaw, 
Sarah Gardiner and Tamara Alexander. But most importantly, members, we had a lot of graduates and students who 
have been running through our free courses. The working in agriculture course is just about to graduate 19 students. 
From the broadacre harvesting course, there were 16 graduates from a diverse range of backgrounds and ages. The 
livestock handling course had 24 students who trained over eight days in low-stress handling skills and other topics. 
The working in horticulture course had 15 graduates traverse through the course. In the future, the working in 
agriculture course will be delivered for a contingent of Burmese refugees, brokered by the Muresk Institute. Of 
this group, 10 have secured employment with a market garden in Bindoon prior to undertaking the course. We are 
also offering entry-level skill set for production and horticulture, and a further broadacre harvest skill set early 
next month due to popular demand. 

We know that we will have to have all hands on deck this year to get the crop harvested and brought in. It is going 
to be a rounded average season across the grain-growing areas of regional Western Australia, and I am delighted to 
learn today that 391 people have put up their hands to take part in the government’s Work and Wander Out Yonder 
incentive scheme, which encourages people to travel to our regional areas and have a once-in-a-lifetime experience. 
Anyone who follows the Minister for Agriculture and Food, Hon Alannah MacTiernan, on Facebook will see that 
as a younger person, she took part in a similar expedition out of the city and into the country areas to help with 
picking fruit. 

Our government has been very proactive in supporting the agriculture and food sector by providing these initiatives 
to train Western Australians for the upcoming seasonal workforce needs. This project has been driven by the industry 
needs and we have worked very closely with industry in a great collaboration and partnership, the like of which we 
have probably never seen before. I commend all the members and the ministers of our government who have helped 
make this happen and the Premier for his leadership in this matter. A group of young people today have a very 
bright future in front of them because, members, there has never been a better time to be involved in agriculture. 

House adjourned at 5.37 pm 
__________ 
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